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Oe e e CELIA ED 


A COMPENDIOUS and EASY 


METH OD, Oe. 


KXKOTWITHSTANDING the Fre- 
* * quency of the Yenereal Diſ- 
E temper, and the many Writ- 
ings extant upon the Methods of cur- 
ing it, That Degree of it known by 


the Term Gonorrhea which occurs 


the moſt commonly too, ſeems till 
of late not rightly underſtood, Hiſ- 

torians ſay it made its Appearance 
about two hundred Years ago, I 
am not concern'd in this Place to 
enquire whether it ever appear d be- 
fore. At that Time it is certain, if 
no other Reaſon could be given than 
the Etymology of its Name, Prac- 
titioners conceiv'd a falſe Idea of the 
Nature of it: For the Word Gonorr- 


hea does not convey a true Notion 
A of 


"ST 1 © 
of the Diſeaſe; it expreſſes One of 
another Kind that ſeldom or never 
occurs. This erroneous Idea, how- 
ever, feems to have been conſtantly 
adopted till the latter End of the 
ſixteenth or Beginning of the ſeven- 
teenth Century, i. e. during the 
Space of fifty Years. About this 
Time liv'd ALExanDer Mass Aras, 
a celebrated Profeſſor at Padua in 
Ir AL y; whether He was the firſt 
that diſtinguiſh'd I will not poſitive- 
ly ſay, nor is it at all material, but 
he certainly did diſtinguiſh juſtly be- 
tween the Gonorrhæa, and the Diſ- 
eaſe I am about to ſpeak of. The 
Reader if he pleaſes may conſult the 
* Book. But I ſhall not waſte Time 
in uſeleſs Diſquiſitions, it is enough 
on the preſent Occaſion to obſerve 
that the Flux here meant is of a pu- 
rulent Nature, or a morbid Mucus, 
not ſeminal; that modern Authors 
have eftabliſh'd this Truth; that 


no 


* Praftica Medica, &c. Francof. 1601. 4to. 


W 


[5] 
no Body of the preſent Times will 
deny it; and that the Diſeaſe is apt- 
ly denominated a vIRULENT ST1L- 
LICIDIUM, 


Mucn has been ſaid by Writers 
upon this Subject with a View to 
aſcertain whether the Diſcharge be 
at all Times the Produce of an Ul- 
cer or not; the Amount of which 
ſerves to ſhew no more than that 
ſometimes there is, and ſometimes 
there is not an Ulcer, which ſurely 
is the Truth of the Matter. That 
the Urethra is ſometimes ulcerated 
ſeems evident from the Exiſtence of 
Caruncles and Stridtures, which can- 
not otherwiſe be accounted for ; but 
it does not appear that there is in any 
recent Caſe, at leaſt in Male Pati- 


ents, an infallible Criterion whereby 


to determine this Point, and if there 
was, it would not at all diverſify that 
Method of Cure which the preſent 
Treatiſe recommends. For I think 

; a 


66 

indiſputable that the Diſeaſe is at all 
Times, and under all Circumſtances, 
in fact, the ſame; that it differs 
only ſecundum majus vel minus, and 
only indicates a gentle or ſeverer 
Treatment. 


Tax Etiology, Diagnoſtics, and 
Prognoſtics of this Diſorder being 
ſufficiently laid down in Books, ſo 
already very well known, need not 
be repeated here. 


Sous Years ago when I firſt be- 
came acquainted with this Branch of 
Buſineſs, I treated my Patients ac- 
cording to the abſurd Method then 
in Vogue, I refrain d from Blood- 
letting left that Evacuation ſhould 
facilitate the Abſorption of the pec- 
cant Humour, I frequently adminiſ- 
ter d ſtimulating Mercurials (Calomel.) 
to antidote, and draſtic Purgatives 
Pil. ex Duob.) to expel, and this in 
different Conſtitutions was attended 
| with 


E971 
with different Succeſs. If ſome got 
their Cure in two or three Months 
by theſe Means, others did not in 
leſs than five or fix. So far was this 
Manner of Proceeding from being 


ſalutary that it many Times exaſpe- 
rated the Symptoms, and generally 


did not alleviate them to the Satis- 
faction either of the Surgeon or his 
Patients: And at laſt when the Cure 
was effected twas plain the Remedy 
had injured the Conſtitution, more 
than the Diſeaſe. Here then was 
a Neceſſity for Change of Meaſures, 
and a Change of Meaſures en 
to my Expectation; for by Phlebo- 
tomy, /enient Cathartics, = an ex- 
act . diluting Regimen, together 
with mercurial Illinition, or at moſt 


a few Doſes of Mercury, I moderated 


tne Symptoms more effectually, and 


accompliſh'd my End much eaſier 
and ſooner than I had done before. 


Mos 


. 
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MosT Surgeons, no doubt, at this 
Time of Day purſue theſe Means, or 
Means ſimilar to theſe. It certainly 
is a gentle and ſafe Practice, tho 
not entirely unexceptionable, for the 
Unction is diſagreeable to all, not 
ſuited to the Privacy with which the 
Cure muſt many Times be conduct- 
ed, and the Ointment very often 
. troubleſome Eruptions in the 
Skin: The Stomach too, generally 
nauſeates the Medicines * the 
Cure can be compleated. But ſtill 
the Efficacy and ſuperior Advantages 
of this Way of curing ſufficiently juſ- 
tifies its Uſe, and I ſhould never 
have relinquiſh'd it if J had not fall'n 
upon another more eaſy and accept- 
able to the Patient, equally effica- 
cious, and conſequently more agree- 
able to the Surgeon. 


LAM lately — that ſome of 
the moſt eminent Surgeons now liv- 


in 8 
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ing confine their Treatment of this 
Diſeaſe to the antiphlogiſtic Method, 
excluſive of all Mercurials both w- 
in and without. Phlebotomy, Ecco- 
protics, pro ratione virium, lay they, 
Emulſions with Nitre, &c. are the 
Indications of Cure; and the Succeſs 
of this Practice, it ſeems, is ſpeedy 
and certain. I have no Reaſon to 
doubt the Truth of this Intelligence, 
yet muſt own that I ſhould not be 
willing always to rely upon this Ma- 
nagement, as I cannot reconcile it to 


the Notion I have of the Diſtemper. 


AmMoNG all the Methods that ever 
were in Uſe for the Cure of a viru- 
lent Stillicidium, none ſeems better 
adapted to the Nature and Seat of it 
than a ropical one. The Grievance 
certainly is /ocal, as much ſo as the 
Bite of a Viper, or Mad-Dog ; and 
ſhould therefore be as capable of 

Redreſs as the canine or viperine Ve- 


nom if an Application was made to 


it 
- 
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it ſuitable to its peculiar Malignity, 
Such a Remedy has been ſought af- 
ter a long Time, ſuch a Remedy has 
more than once been offter'd to the 
Public; yet hitherto has no Medi- 
cine of this Kind been able to main- 
tain 1ts Reputation. Probably, either 
becauſe a liquid Vehicle is improper 
to convey the ponderous Specific ; or 
elſe an Injection is not retain'd long 
enough in the Urethra duly to exert 
its Energy. Theſe Attempts, how- 
ever, ſhew the Poſſibility ſome Gen- 
tlemen conceiv'd of being able to ef- 
fect a Cure in this Manner; and it 
was the Reſult of ſuch Reflections as 
theſe that farſt prompted me to make 


Trial 


— — 


* Georcn Warren New Method of curing 
without internal Medicines, the Gonorrbæa, or 
Clap. Londin. 1734. 8vo. gtia. Ed. Deſcribit 
Originem Sedemq; Gonorrhææ ex Cowpero, et 
Exempla addit Curationum. Injectiones ſolas 
et Unguenta arcana laudat. BoERHAAVII Me- 
thodus Studii Medici ab HALLERO, Tom. 2. p. 
642. J. GaRLick on the Efficacy of Injec- 
tions in a virulent Gonerrþga, Londin. 1741. 
| Bvo. ibid. p. 950, 


Eu 
Trial of a promiſing Remedy, the 
Succeſs of which has anſwer' d my 
higheſt Expectations, as I ſhall now 


relate. 


BETWEEN two and three Years a- 
£9 the riotous Incurſion of the Col- 
ers of Kingſwood into this City 
made it neceſſary for the Magiſtrates 
to requeſt ſome Soldiers, who when 
arrivd, having no Surgeon, were 
committed to me. Some of them 
bro't venereal Diſorders with them, 
othors got the Infection here. Hav- 
ing heard of many Cures that had 
been made by mercurial ſuppurating 
Bougies in chronic Diſeaſes of the 
Urethra, I imagin'd they might be 
ſerviceable in a recent virulent Stilli- 
cidium, and as I had this Opportu- 
nity I had a Mind to try their Effi- 
cacy therein. My firſt Application 
of them however, was in Gleets (one 
of a Twelve Months ſtanding) which 
were perfectly cur'd by the Bowgie 

B 


to 


1 
to the Surprize of the Patients, who 
aſſur'd me they had taken a Varie- 
ty of Medicines internally, without 
Relief, in the ſeveral Towns they 
had been ſtation'd at. By the Mi- 
nutes of my then Proceedings I find 
there was one Caſe wherein not a 
Grain of any Thing internally was 
adminiſter d, yet the Cure was ef- 
fected in fix Weeks. There is an- 
other in which nothing more than 
two Doſes of pur ging Salts were in- 
terpos d between July the roth, and 
the 8th of Auguſt. In all the Caſes 
of Gleets there was not an Occaſion 
of any Thing internally, but a few 
Doſes of theſe Salts, which too, I 
verily believe, would have been ſu- 
perfluous, if the Patients Fear of 
Marching before they might be cur'd 
had not prevented, now and then, 
a Diſcontinuation of the Bougie. 


THERE is no Doubt to be made 
that theſe Gleets were the Diſcharges 
= 


[ 231 
of Ulcers. in the Urethra which re- 
main'd after the Virulency of the 
Stillicidium had been ſub . and 
were not curable by Injedtions.* 


TAE Compoſition I us'd upon 
theſe Occaſions (which I have never 
fince had Occaſion to alter) was ex- 
actly that of Mr. Sware, + which J 
TS on Account of its being entire- 
ly void of ſtimulating acrimonious 
Ingredients. Hitherto nothing ex- 
traordinary had been done with it, 
the Efficacy of this Bougie in Gleets 
having been celebrated before, and 
it was with Caſes of recent Infection 
that my Attention was principally 
engag'd. Here I was aware of the 
+ Caution with which it is recom- 
mended, viz. of not introducing 1t 
whilſt the Urethra continues inflam- 
ed, and therefore I moderated the 

B 2 in- 


— 
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* The cleareſt, ind moſt comprehenſive Ac- 
count of Gleets that I have ever met with, is 
that of Mr. CnAPpMAN, 1751. 8vo.—F Vid. Crit. 


Enquiry, p. 177.—T Vid. CHAPMAN, p. 40. 
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inflammatory Symptoms by Bleeding 
and Cathartics before I ventur'd to 
apply it. The Treatment, however, 
of the laſt Patient I had amongſt the 
Soldiers, who happen d to be infect- 
ed but a few Days before they 
march'd, convinc'd me there was no 
Occaſion for ſuch Tenderneſs. He 
was a tall ſtout Man, and the Ardor 
Urine, and Chordee were violently 
painful. September the 3d, which 
was the Day he applied to me, I let 
him Blood, purg'd him with Salts, 
&c. every Day to the 8th, and then 
introduc'd the Bougie going to Bed. 
He ſlept not at all the leſs for it, 
and kept it in many Hours. The 
Effect was this. It /uppurazed ſo 
much, and procur'd him ſo much 
Eaſe that he deſir d a great Number 
to carry with him; I furniſh'd him 
with ſeventeen but had no Opportu- 
nity afterwards of knowing whether 
he was cur'd by them or not, 


SUCH 


26 


SUcH being the Succeſs of this 
early Application of the Bougie I 
thought I need no longer heſitate to 
uſe it in the very Beginning of the 
Diſtemper, and accordingly from 
that Time have always applied it in 
private Practice even tho' the Symp- 
toms ran very high. A little Expe- 
rience convinc'd me that the Irrita- 
tion it carries is ſo far from being 
intolerable that it does not prevent 
Sleep; that how averſe ſoever Pa- 
tients are to wearing it at firſt, yet 
having once been prevail'd upon, 
they approve and deſire it on Ac- 
count of the Eaſe it procures by a 
plentiful Suppuration. The following 
Caſes will ſhew the particular Man- 
ner in which I have treated Patients, 
with the auxiliary Remedies; and 
entirely explode the Opinion that the 
inflam'd Urethra will not bear a /eni- 
ent mercurial ſuppurating Bouork. 


Au- 


Auguſt 29. ---—---- complain'd 
of a virulent Stillicidjum, with the 
uſual Symptoms of Ardor Urine, 
Sec. not very violent, contracted a 
few Days before. I gave him a 
Bougie with Directions to introduce 
it going to Bed, after having firſt 
made Water; and a Solution of Hal. 
Cathart. to be taken the next Morn- 


ing. 


Zoth. Hs ſhew'd me the Bougie 
he had us'd, in a Paper. Great Part 
of it was beſmear d with a thick 
yellow Diſcharge, a good Deal of 
which Sort had alſo follow'd it when 
firſt taken out in the Morning. It 
had not interrupted his Sleep. The 
Pain rather encreas'd on the firſt 
Micturition, but was ſenfibly abated 
all Day after Order d the Bougie 
to be continued, and every Morning 


a Doſe of the following Eleclary. 


BR El:#ar,. 


PE 


R. Elefar. Lenetiv. Sy. 
Pulv. Falap. 5 iij. 
Chryſtall. Tart. 
Nitr. purificat. a. 3 ij. 
Hr. Violar. 9. S. M. f. Eleftarium cujus 
ſumat Quantitat. N. M. quotidte. 


September 1. Tux Patient defir'd 
he might uſe the Bougie in the Day 
Time alſo, if I thought it would 
forward the Cure, which I complied 
with. 


2d. Havinc introduc'd three Bou- 
gies in twenty-four Hours, additional 
Pain was brought on thereby, upon 
which I forbid the Continuation of 
them, and preſcrib'd the refrigerat- 
ing Powder of Mitr. purificat. and 


Sugar, which had the defir'd Effect. 


4th. Taz Bougie was again made 
uſe of, and repeated by the Patient 
according to his own Diſcretion, 
Night and Day, till the 2 1½, when 
I judg'd the Malignity of the Dif- 
temper 


18 
temper to be remov'd, and it was 
laid aſide entirely Order d Three 


of Dr. PLumMER's Pills (hereafter 
to be mention'd) to be taken Night 


and Morning, with a Draught of 
Saſſafras Tea. 


October 3. Every Symptom of 
Virulency being vaniſh'd I dried up 
the ſmall Diſcharge that remain'd 
with the following Injection. 


R. Ag. Calcis fimp. Ziiij. 
Sacchar. Saturn. Yj. M. f. Injectio ter 


de Die utenda. 


7th Tux Injection repeated, a lit- 


tle ſtronger. 


14th. Tas laſt Injection repeated 
by Way of Security againſt a Relapſe. 


16th. Tar Cure quite confirm'd. 


Number of Bougies us'd 26. Quan 
tity of Mercur. Dulcis taken in Pr uu- 


MER's Pills Bij. 


CASE 
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CASE II. 


A PATIENT 1 Mov. 26, for 
Cure of a virulent Stillicidium, Sym p- 
toms not high. I turniſh'd him with 
ſome Bougies with Directions to in- 
troduce one every Night; and every 
Morning he was to take the follow- 
ing purging Powder. 


he. Pulv. Jalap. gr. xx. 
Nitr. purificat. gr. x. M. 


3 8h. THE Bougie not trouble- 
ſome, and occaſion'd a plentiful Diſ- 
charge. -Order'd it to be con- 
tinu'd every Night, the purging Pow- 
der procuring three Motions a Day 
without Confinement from Buſineſs. 


December 9. Taz Bougies having 
done their Office were diſcontinued, 
as was likewiſe the purging Powder. 
--——----Order'd Plummer's Pills, as 


in the foregoing Caſe, and Lignum 
Vite Tea. 
C 21/5. 
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21. PxEsc RID the Ag. Calcis 
Injection as in the laſt Caſe. 


January 13. Trs Injection re- 
peated, which perfected the Cure. 
Number of Bougies us d 14. Quan- 
tity of Mercurius Dulcis taken in 
Plummer Pills, gr. 64. 


GASE III. 


"Taz ſame Perſon got infected a- 
gain, Sept. 28th following, when the 
Symptoms were nearly the ſame. I 
treated him exactly in the ſame Man- 
ner by which he was cur'd in fx 
Weeks. Number of Bougies on this 
Occaſion were 20. The Quantity 
of Mercur. Dulc. taken in Plummer's 


Pills, zifs. 
CASE IV. 


A GENTLEMAN applied to me 


March the 1 5th, He had taken ſome 
purging 


Fay 
purging Medicines from his Apothe- 
cary which had not done him the 
Service he expected, tho' the Symp- 
toms where ſomewhat abated. I pre- 
{crib'd the purging Powder of Jalap 
and Mitre, to be taken every Morn- 
ing, and taught him the Management 
of the Bougie at Nights. He us'd 
them every, or every other Night, 
according to his own Diſcretion till 
the 267h, when the Virulency being 
ſeemingly ſubdued they were laid a- 
ſide. -A Box of Plummer's Pills 
was now enter'd upon, and by the 
4th of April he was quite cur'd, 
having introduc'd fx Bougies only the 
whole Time, and taken one Drachm 
of Mercur. Dulcis in the Compoſi- 
tion of Plummer Pills. 


CASE v. 


Abril 19. ------- became my Pa- 
tient on Account of a virulent Stil- 
licidium, with its ordinary Symptoms 

C 2 pretty 
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n hi gh. A Scruple of Pulv. Ja- 
lap. and Tal a Scruple of Mitre was 
exhibited the next Morning, and re- 
peated occaſionally ; ; Whilſt the Bou- 
gie was worn almoſt every Night to 
the 1175 of May. He now began to 
take Pil. =. with Saſſafras 
Tea twice a Day.-- June the /f quite 
cur'd.----Number of Bougies intro- 
duc'd 27. Quantity of Mercur. Dulc. 

taken in Plummer's Pills 70 Grains. 


CASE VE. 


Tu ESE Hiſtories, I preſume, are 
ſufficient to eſtabliſh the Utility and 
Efficacy of the Bougie, and they 
would Ba been publiſh'd ſooner, 
but that I waited the Event of An- 
other Caſe, which in the Courſe of 
Treatment ſhew'd ſome extraordi- 
nary Circumftances, and wherein the 
Action of the Bougie did not turn 
out ſo advantagiouſly as uſual, which 
chene ou ght not to be ſu ppreſ'. 

e 
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The Patient was a Gentleman of a 
middle Age, and ſanguine Habit; 
and the Flux was pretty plentiful, 
tho the painful Symptoms were mo- 
derate enough. He had taken ſome 
purging Medicines, on which Ac- 
count I truſted to the Bougie for 
fourteen Days without any auxili 
Remedy. After this Time I preſcrib'd 
the purging Powder with Nitre, and 
a Continuation of the Bougie for 
nine Days longer. Hitherto however 
we found no Alteration for the bet- 
ter; on the contrary the Chordee 
was rather encreas'd, and the Quan- 
tity of yellow purulent Diſcharge 
(upon leaving out the Bougie) not at 
all leſſen d. I now advis'd an Omiſ— 
ſion of the Bougie, took ten Ounces 
of Blood from the Arm, and order'd 
a Box of Plummer Pills with Saſſa- 
fras Tea: Yet neither did This pro- 
cure any conſiderable Benefit. The 
Pills were perſiſted in, and ſoon at- 
ter the Bougie reſum'd for twelve 
Days 


” HJ 

Days longer. By this Time the in- 
flammatory Symptoms yielding, and 
the Patients Buſineſs obliging him to 


remove, I ventur'd to preſcribe the 


Sacchar. Saturn. Injection, two Bot- 
tles of which I imagin'd might be 
ſufficient to accompliſh the Cure. 


W1THIN the Space of a Fortnight, 
however, this Gentleman made me 
another Viſit (an unexpected Circum- 
ſtance having detain'd him in Town) 
when he told me that the Injection 
had indeed cur'd him, two or three 
Times, but upon omitting it, tho* 


for a Day only, the Diſeaſe return'd ; 


and that, excepting the Ceſſation of 
the Chordee and Abſence of Pain, 
he was in as bad a Plight as ever. 
Upon viewing his Linnen the Diſ- 
charge appear 'd purulent and yellow; 
I thought it the Produce of an Ulcer 


and again urg'd the N eceſſity of the 


Bougie, to which I added in the Day 


Time the Inj ection of Ag. Aluminos. 
B atean, 


$5 


Batean. A Month was ſpent in this 
Way without the deſir'd Effect, I 
therefore laid aſide the Bougie en- 
tirely and preſcrib'd the Balſam. Ca- 
piv. This was taken in various Forms 
for ſome Time, by which the Diſ- 
charge was only abated, nor could 1 
ſtop it effectually by any Means. At 
laſt J had Recourſe to the Cortex Pe- 
ruvianus and Gum Guajac. made in- 
to an Electary with Balſam Capivi, 
which did the moſt Service of any 
Thing, and a ſecond Portion perfect- 
ed the Cure. This Patient was in 
my Hands five Months. 


WII Ar EVER Concluſions the Reader 
may draw from this Caſe, or how- 
ever he may account for the Return 
and long Duration of it, I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that it does not at all tend to 
leſſen the Value of the Bougie, nor 
is the Tediouſneſs of the Cure any 
Diſparagement to my Manner of 
treating the Diſtemper. I am con- 

vinc'd 
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vinc'd no other Method would have 
ſucceeded better, and . the Patient 
himſelf was ſo fond of the Bougie 


that from firſt to laſt he applied be- 
tween 70 and 80, 


FroM a Survey of the foregoing 
Caſes it appears, that there is no Poſ- 
ſibility of aſſigning the Number of 
Bougies that may at any Time be 
neceſſary, ſome Patients being eaſier 
and ſooner cur'd than others accord- 
ing to Conſtitution, Degree of Viru- 
lency, &c. They all ſhew the Con- 
veniency and Excellency of this Way 
of curing the virulent Stillicidium, 
which indeed ſeems rational enough 
if we attend to the following Con- 
ſiderations. 


1. Tux Bougie is a Remedy of a 
ſolid Form, ſo can be made to reach 
every Part of the Urethra, may be 
kept in Contact with it for many 
Hours together, and conſequently will 

exert 
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exert its Action to all poſſible Ad- 
vantage. Every Topic hitherto pro- 
pos d was a liquid one, i. e. an In- 
jection; which however often ap- 
plied cannot be retam'd long enough 
to anſwer the End propos d by it. 


2. Ir contains the certain Anti- 
dote to the venereal Virus in a large 
Quantity, which on Account of its 
ſpecific Heavineſs is well known to 
be quite unapplicable in any Caſe in 
the Form of a Liquid. 


3. Tux falutary Effects of the 
Bougie fpring chiefly from the Sup- 
puration that follows it, a Circum- 
ſtance that no Injection is capable o 
producing. And 5 


4. (Which alone eſtabliſhes its Pre- 
eminence) it abſolutely prevents the 
Generation of Strictures and Carun- 
cles in the Urethra. 
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Tnus much with regard to this 
new Method of curing the Diſeaſe 
under Conſideration when attended 
with its peculiar Symptoms only, in 
which I have confin'd myſelf to 
needful Information concerning the 
Utility and Efficacy of the Bougie; 
and I preſume to ſay of it, that it is 
much more eligible than any other 
hitherto made public, inaſmuch as it 
precludes the Occaſion of more than 
halt the Medicines uſually taken by 
the Mouth.----When there are other 
Degrees of the Diſeaſe accompany- 
ing this, ſuch as Chancre, Bubo, 
Hernia Humoralis, &c. it is obvious 

enough that it will be to no Purpoſe 
to attempt the Cure of the Srilli- 
cidium in this Way, In ſuch Caſes 
of deeper Infection, beſides the uſual 
external Applications and general 
Evacuations, it becomes neceſſary to 
have Recourſe to ſome mercurial 
Medicine internally. Yet amidſt 
's op. ſuch 
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ſuch a Variety of Preparations of 
this Mineral as Diſpenſatories abound 
with, which of them to ſelect as leaſt 
injurious to the Conſtitution, that 
may at the ſame Time be depended 
upon, deſerves a particular Enquiry. 


Ir is agreed on all Hands that 
this Remedy acts by attenuating the 
Blood, &c. thereby opening Obſtruc- 
tions (ſuch as are reſolvable) in the 
minuteſt Veſſels : But it will not do 
this in its crude State, at leaſt not 
enough to be regarded in the Cure 
of the venereal Malady unleſs applied 
in the Unclion. Nor is its Efficacy 
when combin'd with Turpentine, or 
any vegetable Subſtance by Triture, 
ſo much to be relied upon (if I may 
ſpeak from Trials) as a prudent Prac- 
titioner would wiſh. And the Rea- 
ſon of this is obvious. For when the 
Warmth, &c. of the Stomach diſ- 
ſolves the Union, the Mercury re- 
ſumes its native Fluidity, and fo for 
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the moſt Part paſſes out of the Body 


without entering into the Blood. CHN 


mical Preparations of Mercury are 
not liable to this Uncertainty, as eve- 
ry one knows, but then the Aſſoci- 
ation of RE Salts of ſome Kind or 
other in theſe render them very often 
hurtful to the Conſtitution. I have 
in the Courle of my Practice paid a 
due Regard to the celebrated Cha- 
racters of nercur. calcinat., mercurius 
precipitat. viridis, albus, and other 
rougher Preparations; and finding 
no Virtue in them ſuperior to that 


of Mercur. Dulcis, have for a long 


while rejected them altogether. And 
1 am At preſent of Opinion that of 
all the Medicines produc'd from this 


Mineral for internal Uſe, there are 


no more than Tuo that deſerve to be 


retain'd in the Shops, viz. Mercur. 
emetic. flauus, and Mercur. dulcis 


ſaublimatiis. The firſt is uſeful when 


a mercurial Vomit is indicated; the 
other, I'm ſure, under proper Ma- 
| nagement, 


„„ 
nagement, will do every Thing that 1 
can be expected from a mercurial 4 
Remedy on all other Occaſions, and 
without impairing the Conſtitution. 


Ir we conſider the Economy of 
the Unction, when a Ptyaliſm is in- 
tended, it will lead to an Expla- 
nation of this Matter. For what is 
there done in this Caſe more than 
a minute Diviſion of the mercurial 
Particles from each other, in order 
to their Application to a large Sur- 
face of Skin? The Effect is almoſt 
conſtant and certain, and the ſame 
Certainty would attend crude Mer- 
cury exhibited internally if it was 1 
not, as before obſerv'd, that tho f 
intimately mix'd- with Turpentine, \ 
Crabs Eyes, &c. the Junction is not 
ſtrong enough to elude the Warmth 
and Action of the Stomach, Hence 
the Neceſlity of incorporating it with 
Salts by a chymical Proceſs, the mild- 
eſt Medicine of which Kind is Mer- 
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eur. dulc. ſublimatus. Yet here the 
Salts are of no further Service, ſo far 
from it that there is ſomething want- 
ing to counteract the Poignancy and 
Stimulation of theſe Salts in the Pri- 
me Vie, even in this mildeſt and 
leaſt noxious Preparation. 


WrerHeR this reaſoning be juſt 
or not it is the beſt I can bring to 
ſupport my Aſſertion, founded on re- 
peated Facts, that the Compoſition 
of PLUMMER's Pills is ſufficiently cer- 
tain and ſafe in the Cure of every 
Degree of the venereal Complaint, 
that is curable without a Salivation. 
It neither purges, vomits, nor ſali- 
vates, nor occaſions the leaſt Sick- 
neſs of any Kind; yet will it diſſolve 


incipient B . is effectual in re- 


cent Chancres, Hernia Humoralis, 


Sec. and may be taken for {ix Weeks 


together without Interruption, and 
without Doubt for as many Months 
if 6 Whatever the Power of 

2 ulphur 
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Sulphur over Mercury may be in 
other Medicines, either it does not 
take Place in this Compoſition, or 
elle the Sulphur. Antimon. præcipi- 
tat. is not of the Nature of common 
Sulphur. - Perhaps there is a good 
Deal of Virtue in the Sulphur of 
Antimony by it ſelf, or theſe two 
capital Remedies are the more ſalu- 
tary for being united. 


I HAVE adminiſter'd this Medicine 
in a great many venereal Caſes, and 
have not once been diſappointed by 

it, If it had ever fail'd me I ſhould 
be as ready to declare it as I now 
am of inculcating the cautious Man- 
ner in which its Author has directed 
it to be made up. For tho' I have 
ſaid that this Compoſition carries no 
immediate ſenſible Action with it, 
yet it muſt be underſtood with ſome 
Reſtriction, for I have known it to 
vomit, purge, and /alivate too, when 
prepar'd by an unwary W 
e 


f The Caſe is this: If the Ingredients 
1 are thrown into a Mortar together, 
x no length of Trituration, will ade- 

1 quately and properly . them, 
and no Preſcriber can be anſwerable 


for the Operation and Effects of ſuch 
a * b 


J 
1 Havi once ſeen an Inſtance 
1 where theſe Pills paſs d through the 
Body undiſſolvd and whole, I have 
ever ſince (upon the Plan of Pil. 
Aibiopic. in the EpINBURGH D 
penſatory) added Soap to the Com- 
poſition, and portion'd the Ingredi- 
ents by that Form. As this is not 
in the original Peſcription may it not 
be look'd upon as an Improvement 
of the Medicine, eſpecially if it 
ſhould be kept any Time in Pills for 
Uſe? The Compoſition then, as 1 
uſe it, 1s this, 
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R. Mercur. Dub: able, non 2 ' 
Sulph. Antimon. precipitat 
Gum. Guajac. pt. 
Capel Hiſpanic, ras. a. 3 ij. 


cert aulit 5 in cralſum pulverem redaFus con- 


tereter in mortario marmnioreo, cum piſtillo tanideo. 


der vices addenda Sulpſp. Antimon. portionem, et 
Aiuturno tritu f. 2 Jubtilllimus, 


Dein adde Gum. Guazac., ppt. bene . 
et denique Sanon. ras. werum milceantur. et cum 
Terewnth. Venet. q. . f. maſſa pilularis. e cafus 


ji Wy drachmis formentun H1 b . XV. 


* 
* 


TRE nean Doſe is Three of theſe 


Pills Mornings and Evenings, drink- 
ing a Drau ght of Saſſafras or Gua- 
jacum Tea after. If the Patient can 
keep himſelf from the cold Air the 
Action of the M 

be thereby the IN * lily deter- 
min'd towards the Skin ut i it is ſel- 


dom that venereal Patios can com- 
ply with this. The greateli Number 


Jever had Occaſion to exubit of 


theſe Pills was on Account of 2 


will no doubt 
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